
 
Shooting Federation of Canada Announces 2024 Award 

Winners 
 

The Shooting Federation of Canada (SFC) is proud to celebrate the 
outstanding athletes, coaches, officials, and volunteers whose 
remarkable contributions have elevated the sport in 2024. Through 
their dedication, skill, and unwavering sportsmanship, these 
individuals have not only achieved excellence but have also played 
a vital role in shaping the future of shooting sports in Canada. 
 

The 2024 SFC Award Recipients are as follows: 

 

Female Athlete of the Year – Emily Yang (Maple, Ontario) 

The Female Athlete of the Year Award is presented to an athlete for distinguishing herself in the field 
of amateur sports, as nominated by her shooting discipline. The final selection is made by the 
Awards Committee. 

Emily Yang’s exceptional dedication to training and competition has led to record-breaking Emily 
Yang’s unwavering dedication to training and competition has propelled her to record-breaking 
success at both the national and international levels. A rising star in air rifle, Emily claimed the title 
of Canadian National Champion in only her second National Championship appearance, setting 
multiple national records along the way. Her talent and determination also earned her the 
opportunity to represent Canada at the Junior World Championships, where she distinguished 
herself as the top Canadian in her event. 

Beyond her impressive achievements on the range, Emily embodies the qualities of a true 
champion. Her positive spirit, work ethic, and sportsmanship set an example for aspiring athletes, 
while her willingness to mentor and support her fellow competitors strengthens the sense of 
community within the sport. 

For her outstanding accomplishments, dedication, and leadership, Emily Yang is a most deserving 
recipient of the Female Athlete of the Year Award. Her continued pursuit of excellence promises a 
bright future for both her and Canadian shooting sports. 



 

Male Athlete of the Year – Tye Ikeda (Calgary, Alberta) 

The Male Athlete of the Year Award is presented to an athlete for distinguishing himself in the field 
of amateur sports, as nominated by his shooting discipline. The final selection is made by the 
Awards Committee. 

Tye Ikeda’s relentless dedication and exceptional talent have elevated him to the highest levels of 
competition, earning him a coveted quota spot for the Olympic Games. His remarkable 
achievements are a testament to his discipline, perseverance, and pursuit of excellence in shooting 
sports. 

Tye’s success on the international stage showcases not only his skill but also his ability to perform 
under pressure. His determination and work ethic have set him apart as one of Canada’s top 
athletes, inspiring both his teammates and the next generation of competitors. 

For his outstanding accomplishments and commitment to excellence, Tye Ikeda is a most 
deserving recipient of the Male Athlete of the Year Award. His journey is a source of pride for 
Canadian shooting sports, and his future promises even greater success. 

 

Official of the Year – Kathy Litwin (Spa Springs, Nova Scotia) 

The Official of the Year Award is presented to an official who has made an outstanding contribution 
in their shooting discipline for years up to and including the current year. 

Kathy Litwin has been a steadfast supporter of shotgun sports, officiating at Canadian and 
Provincial Championships as well as ISSF international events. She has played a key role in 
recruiting and training new officials, ensuring the continued growth of officiating excellence in 
Canada. Her long-term dedication to the sport makes her a highly deserving recipient of this award. 

 

Coach of the Year – Richard Lanning (Union, Ontario) 

The Coach of the Year Award is presented to recognize and celebrate the outstanding achievements 
of member coaches and the exceptional contributions of volunteers in the shooting sports in 
Canada. 

With over 35 years of coaching experience, Richard Lanning has made an outstanding contribution 
to athlete development at all levels of shooting sports in Canada. As the National Junior Team 
Coach and Identified Team Coach, he has guided countless athletes to success, helping them 
unlock their full potential while instilling a culture of excellence, discipline, and sportsmanship. 

Richard’s coaching philosophy extends far beyond technical skill—he fosters confidence, 
resilience, and a love for the sport in every athlete he mentors. His ability to recognize and develop 
talent has been instrumental in shaping Canada’s competitive shooting landscape, with many of 
his athletes achieving success on national and international stages. 



 

Beyond his technical expertise, Richard is a cornerstone of the shooting sports community, creating 
an environment where athletes, coaches, and volunteers feel supported and empowered. His 
leadership has strengthened the bonds between competitors and coaches, reinforcing the spirit of 
teamwork and shared achievement. 

For his unwavering dedication, mentorship, and impact on generations of athletes, Richard Lanning 
is a most deserving recipient of the Coach of the Year award. His contributions will continue to 
influence Canadian shooting sports for years to come.

 

Volunteers of the Year – Craig Norman & Lori Kranenburg 
(Saskatchewan and Ontario) 

The Volunteer of the Year Award is presented to someone who has contributed extraordinary time 
and effort in promotion and operations of our sport. Any member of the SFC can submit a 
nomination. The final selection is made by the Awards Committee. 

Craig Norman and Lori Kranenburg’s hard work and dedication ensured the success of the National 
Rifle And Pistol Championships in 2024. Their contributions to event organization and operations at 
both national and provincial levels have been instrumental in maintaining high standards for 
competition in Canada. 

 

Ernie Sopsich Memorial Fund (New Shooter) – Kiana Dubord 
(Oakville, Ontario) 

This prestigious award is presented annually to a new shooter who has a good attitude toward 
training, good behavior and sportsmanship, who helps other athletes in their club, who participates 
in competitions, and who shows respect towards coaches, officials, and fellow competitors. The 
individual is an athlete that will help our sport to progress by being an example for their peers. 

Kiana Dubord’s commitment to excellence and sportsmanship has made her a standout new 
shooter in 2024. Her participation in regional and national competitions, along with her leadership 
and encouragement of fellow athletes, exemplifies the qualities honored by this award. 

 

Eddy Mark Shaske Memorial Award (Junior Shooter) – Bobby & 
Victoria Willis (Ottawa Ontario) 

This award was established in 1984 to honor the memory of Eddy Mark Shaske Jr., who represented 
Canada in Men's Trap on numerous occasions before his untimely death in 1983. The award is given 
to the top junior shooter and aims to promote, assist, and support the development of a junior who 
has shown great potential. The SFC Awards Committee uses the Canadian Ranking System to 
compare disciplines. 



 

Bobby and Victoria Willis have demonstrated exceptional dedication, sportsmanship, and skill in 
their shooting careers. Their success in numerous competitions, combined with their willingness to 
mentor others and uphold the values of integrity and respect, makes them worthy recipients of this 
prestigious junior shooter award. 

 

 

Jim O'Connor Memorial Award – Pat Vamplew (Oshawa, Ontario) 

This award was established in 1983 to honor the memory of Jim O'Connor, who was instrumental in 
organizing competitions and held key leadership roles within the SFC. This prestigious award is 
presented annually to an individual who has demonstrated a lifetime’s outstanding contribution to 
the development and promotion of the shooting sports in Canada. 

Pat Vamplew has dedicated a lifetime to the development and promotion of shooting sports in 
Canada. As an accomplished athlete, coach, and leader, his contributions have shaped the sport at 
every level, leaving a lasting impact on the shooting community. His tireless efforts in organizing 
matches and championships—from grassroots events to elite competitions—have provided 
countless athletes with opportunities to compete, grow, and excel. 

Beyond his technical expertise and organizational skills, Pat is widely admired for his unwavering 
commitment to mentorship. He continues to nurture generations of new shooters, ensuring that his 
influence will be felt for years to come. His ability to adapt and persevere through challenges in an 
ever-changing sporting landscape is an inspiration to all who have the privilege of working alongside 
him. 

What sets Pat apart is not just his dedication but the way he carries himself—with a friendly 
demeanor, an inclusive sense of humor, and a natural ability to uplift and inspire those around him. 
Any event associated with Pat feels a little grander, a little more dignified, and those who have had 
the fortune of working with him know they have been part of something truly special. 

For his lifelong service, passion, and leadership in the shooting sports, Pat Vamplew is a most 
deserving recipient of the Jim O’Connor Memorial Award. His legacy is one of excellence, integrity, 
and a profound love for the sport that he has worked so tirelessly to advance. 

 

 

 

The Shooting Federation of Canada congratulates all the 2024 award winners 
and thanks them for their dedication and contributions to the sport. Their 
passion and commitment inspire the next generation of Canadian shooters! 


